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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health, 

Housing  and  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committees. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I wish  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health  of  the 
Borough  of  Hartlepool  for  the  year  1946. 

VITAL  STATISTICS . 


1.  Birth  Rate.  It  is  general  knowledge  that  at  present  we  are 

having  a welcome  post  war  boom  in  babies.  The 
Birth  Rate  for  the  year  under  review  stands  at  26.9  per  thousand. 
This  compares  favourably  with  the  pre-war  average  of  18.5  per 
thousand  and  with  the  Birth  Rate  for  the  country  as  a whole  for 
1946,  which  was  19*1  per  thousand. 

2.  Death  Rate.  The  General  Death  Rate  in  the  Borough  at  12.8  per 

thousand  was  the  lowest  for  over  twenty  years. 

This  improved  state  of  affairs  is  due  in  no  small  measure  to  a 
gratifying  reduction  in  the  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  which  will 
be  considered  immediately. 

A Table  of  Ananysis  of  the  chief  causes  of  death  in  the 
Borough  is  set  out  in  the  appendix. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  chief  causes  of  death  in  Hartlepool, 
as  in  the  country  in  general,  are  the  degenerative  changes  of 
middle  and  later  life  - the  degenerative  changes  of  the  heart 
and  circulation,  followed  in  order  of  frequency  by  cancer  and 
bronchitis,  both  causes  of  death  in  later  age  periods,  and  by 
tuberoulosis.  These  findings  indicate  a relative  incidence  of 
causes  of  death  in  Hartlepool,  much  in  accord  with  those 
obtaining  in  the  rest  of  England  and  Wales. 
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3.  Infantile  Mortality  Hate.  This  figure  for  1946  ie  51*46  pox 

thousand  and  is  the  lowtBt  xeoordsd 
for  over  tirenty  years.  It  is  Hartlepool* e best  so  far  and  for 
an  urban  induet rial  area  in  this  country  it  is  quite  reasonable. 

Analysis  of  the  causes  of  these  infant  deaths  shows  that  a 
considerable  proportion,  nearly  one  half  of  all  the  deaths,  were 
from  obstruction  to  the  respiration,  and  from  gastro  enteritis. 

For  a reduction  in  deaths  resulting  from  such  causes  we  must  look 
to  higher  standards  of  care  and  hygiene  in  the  home.  These,  I 
feel,  will  come  only  through  long  term  education  and  through  a 
rise  in  the  standard  of  living  of  the  families  most  prone  to 
infant  deaths  from  these  causes. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  reflects  the  quality  of 
maternal  care  given  to  infants  and  this  in  turn  ie  dependent  to 
some  extent  on  the  help  and  advice  made  available  at  the  local 
Baby  'welfare  Clinics.  Since  the  Infantile  Mortality  Rate 
includes  the  neonatal  deaths,  its  reduction,  so  far  as  this 
element  is  concerned,  is  an  indication  of  the  success  of  the 
ante-natal  care  scheme.  To  these  tv^o  services,  therefore, 
must  go  30me-  of  the  credit  for  the  improved  results  recorded. 

The  work  of  the  ante-natal  clinics  and  of  the  Baby  • elfare 
clinics  ie  referred  to  in  more  detail  below. 

Unfortunately  it  is  not  possible  to  ascribe  any  betterment 
of  the  Inf entile  Mortality  Rate  to  an  amelioration  of  the 
important  factor  of  overcrowding  and  poor  nousing  conditions, 
which  continue  to  be  one  of  the  chief  Fublic  health  problems 
of  the  Borough.- 

4*  Tuberculosis. 

(i)  Hew  Cases.  Notifications  of  Tuberculosis  reached  34  this 

year.  The  short  comcarative  table  set  out  in 
tne  appendix  shows  that  the  incidence  of  this  disease  is  tending 
towards  higher  levels.  34  Notifications  is  our  highest  figure 
since  1940.  Moreover  there  must  be  a number  of  cases  undiscovered, 
a number  which  if  known,  would  add  to  the  total  list  of 
notifications.  It  is  to  be  expected  that  when  a Mass  Radiography 
Unit  visits  Hartlepool,  many  ox  these  hidden  cases  will  come  to 
light . 

(ii)  Deaths.  The  number  of  deaths  from  tuberculosis  was  six. 

This  is  unueally  low  for  Hartlepool.  It  ie  the 
lowest  for  over  19  years  and  one  feels  that  there  must  be  a large 
element  of  chance  in  this  figure  and  that  it  will  prove  out  of 
line  with  the  figures  for  previous  and  succeeding  years. 

Tuberculosis  is  a social  disease  and  the  relatively  high 
toll  of  the  disease  in  Hartlepool  in  the  past  is  bound  up  with 
the  poor  environmental  conditions  of  0.  considerable  proportion 
of  the  population  - damp  insanitary  houses,  overcrowding  and  the 
financial  hardships  consequent  upon  giving  up  work  to  undergo 
treatment . 

dome  alleviation  of  the  last  mentioned  handicap  is  afforded 
by  the  Tuberculosis  Allowances,  granted,  in  suitable  cases,  by 

the  Ministry  of  Health. 

(iii)  Sanatorium  Accommodation.  Sanatorium  accommodation  for  the 

in  patient  treatment  of 

tuberculosis  remains  very  difficult  to  obtain,  due  apparently  more 
to  insufficiency  of  staff  than  to  actual  dearth  of  beds. 

Overcrowding  in  houses  in  Hartlepool  is,  in  itself,  a serious 
matter  but  it  becomes  more  than  ever  serious  if,  owing  to  lack  of 
Sanatorium  accommodation,  infective  cases  of  tuberculosis  nave  to 
remain  at  home,  thus  constituting  a reservoir  from  y/nich  the 
disease  can  spread. 
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The  Housing  Committee  have  borne  this  danger  in  mind  throughout 
the  year. 

Many  such  families  have  been  rehoused  and  a reasonable 
measure  of  isolation  of  tuberculous  patients  achieved  by 
affording  each  a separate  room  to  himself  or  herself. 

5.  Infectious  Diseases.  There  was  a sharp  outbreak  of  Measles 

during  the  months  of  June  to  October 
totalling  254  in  all.  There  were  62  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever 
the  majority  of  which  occurred  at  the  beginning  of  the  year. 

The  incidence  of  other  infectious  diseases  was  low,  being 
confined  to  a few  cases  only.  There  were  2 deaths  from  Measles 
and  one  death  from  Para-Typhoid  Fever.  A table  showing  the 
incidence  of  the  various  infectious  diseases  is  set  out  in 
the  appendix. 

Immunisation.  The  immunisation  campaign  against  Diphtheria 

in  1946  was  continued  as  in  previous  years. 

At  the  end  of  1946  69. 5f*  of  children  under  5 years  were 
completely  protected  against  Diphtheria. 

It  is  considered  that  75 % must  be  protected  to  gain  a 
reasonable  control  of  the  disease.  Thus,  although  only  3 
cases  of  Diphtheria  occurred  in  1946  and  there  were,  of  course, 
no  deaths,  yet  this  happy  state  of  affairs  is  to  be  attributed 
partly  to  good  fortune  as  well  as  to  immunisation.  Every 
effort  is  made  to  induce  mothers  to  obtain  this  protection  for 
their  children.  Success  depends  on  their  response  to  this 
appeal. 

6.  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

(i)  Ante  Natal  Clinics.  These  clinics  are  valuable,  not  only 

in  preserving  mothers  from  illness 
and  in  preventing  maternal  deaths,  but  also,  as  we  have  seen 
in  considering  the  Infantile  Mortality  Rate,  they  are  an 
important  factor  in  conserving  infant  life. 

Ante  Natal  clinics  are  held  at  Frederic  Street  Health 
Centre  and  at  West  View.  They  have  been  well  attended,  as 
figures  given  in  the  appendix  show. 

(ii)  Maternity  Beds.  The  Corporation  beds  in  the  Hartlopools 

Hospital  have  again  not  been  used  to 
capacity.  Nevertheless  the  figure  of  64  per  annum  shows  that 
greater  use  has  been  made  of  these  facilities  than  was  the 
case  in  1945*  Patients  are  well  satisfied  with  their 
reception  and  treatment. 

(iii)  Baby  Welfare  Clinics.  These  clinics  are  held  at  Frederic 

Street  and  at  West  View. 

Throughout  the  year  they  have  been  well  attended. 

It  is  thought  that  the  provision  of  more  comfortable 
seating  in  the  waiting  room  would  be  a great  boon  to  mothers. 

At  present  only  backless  benches  are  available.  Ordinary 
chairs  with  backs  would  be  a great  improvement  and  by  reducing 
the  fatigue  of  waiting  would  encourage  mothers  to  attend. 

(iv)  Day  Nurseries  and  Nursery  Schools.  There  is  now  no  day 

nursery  in  Hartlepool. 

It  can  only  be  repeated  that  the  need  for  a day  nursery  in  the 
town  is  still  as  urgent  as  at  any  time  in  the  past.  The 
Nursery  School  is  always  full  and  there  is  a long  waiting  list. 
The  waiting  list  might  well  be  longer  but  many  parents  feel 
there  is  so  little  hope  of  securing  a place  that  it  is  hardly 
worth  putting  their  names  down. 
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The  demand  for  Day  j'Jursery  and  Nursery  School  accommodation 
far  exceeds  the  provision  made. 

Development  of  an  adequate  Nursery  Service  in  Hartlepool 
has  been  actively  pursued  by  the  Maternity  and  Child  '.elf are 
Committee  but  so  far  their  efforts  have  not  been  rewarded. 

7.  Home  and  Domestic  Helps. 

(i)  Home  Helps.  The  number  of  Home  Helps  provided  during  the 

year  was  17.  They  gave  every  satisfaction. 

(ii)  Domestic  Helps.  The  number  of  Domestic  Helps  employed  was  7. 

The  number  of  patients  helped  was  31* 

The  Domestic  Help  scheme  presents  difficulties  in  administration 
in  that  the  selection  or  exclusion  of  persons  who  are  to  benefit 
under  the  scheme  is  not  always  easy  and  clear  cut.  This, 
however,  in  no  way  detracts  from  the  value  of  the  service  to 
the  individuals  who  stand  in  need  of  it,  nor  from  the  merits 
of  the  staff  who  carry  out  the  work. 

In  conclusion  ,-r.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  I wish 
to  thank  the  members  of  the  Council,  Ladies  Voluntary 
Committee  and  the  general  practitioners  for  their  co-operation 
during  the  year. 


I have  the  honour  to  be, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 
J.  W.  A.  RODGERS. 


HEALTH  PDF  ART. Mi)  NT  STAFF . 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  School  Medical  Officer 
and  Medical  Officer,  Infant  Welfare  Centre: 


J.  W,  A.  RODGERS,  M.B. , Ch.3. , D.P.H. 


Sanitary  Inspectors,  Meat  and  Food  Inspectors: 

G.  A.  WARD,  M.S.I.A. 

Certificate  of  R.S.I.  and  Sanitary  Inspectors*  Joint  Board. 
Certificate  of  R.S.I.  and  Inspector  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

A.  P.  BATES,  M.S.I.A.  (reeigned  22.11.46) 

Certificate  of  R.S.I.  and  Sanitary  Inspectors’  Joint  Board. 
Certificate  of  R.S.I.  and  Inspector  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

Health  Visitors: 

MISS  F.  MITCHELL,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.  (resigned  28. 2.46) . 
MISS  W.  FICK,  S.R.N. 

MISS  B.M.  STCRER,  S.R.N. , S.C.M. , H.V.  Cert. 


CLERKS: 

MRS.  I.  CROWE  (nee  Blenkin) . 
MR.  J.  J.  PRYDE. 
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GENERAL  INFORMATION 


Area  (Acres)  

Population  (Census  1931)  ••• 
Population  (estimated  mid  1946) 


1,841 
20,545 
17,780 


Crude  Death  Rate  - 12.8 


4.  NUMBER  OF  WOMEN  DYING  IN,  OR  IN 
CONSEQUENCE  OF,  CHILDBIRTH  - 


Rateable  Value 

• • • • 

. . . £73, 

313 

Sum  represented  by  Id.  rate 

• • • • 

* . • £267 • 

10.  lid. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR. 

1.  LIVE  BIRTHS  - 

Males. 

Females. 

Total . 

Legitimate 

208 

197 

405 

Illegitimate 

11 

10 

21 

Total 

219 

207 

426 

Birth  Rate  - 

26.9 

2.  STILL  BIRTHS  - Legitimate 

7 

4 

11 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

Total 

8 

4 

12 

Rate  per  1,000  total 

births  - 

28.16 

3.  DEATHS  

107 

95 

202 

From  Sepsis 
" other  causes 


Rate  per  1,000  total  births  - 2.34 
Number  of  Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  - 22 

5.  DEATH  RATE  OF  INFaNTS  UNDER  1 Year  of  Age 

per  1,000  live  births  - 51*84 

6.  DEATHS  from  Measles  (all  ages)  

" Whooping  Cough  

11  M Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age) 

" 11  Influenza  

" Diphtheria  ...  ... 

" " Para-Typhoid  

COMPARATIVE  TABLE  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS.  1936  - 1946 . 


YEAR. 

BIRTH  RATE. 

DEATH  RATE. 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 

1936 

21.2 

15.41 

60.4 

1937 

19.5 

14.14 

67.4 

1938 

20.0 

15.6 

55.2 

1939 

18.5 

14.5 

75.0 

1940 

19.6 

17.3 

73-2 

1941 

17.08 

16.74 

68.0 

1942 

18.9 

15.9 

142.3 

1943 

20.33 

14.5 

91.5 

1944 

21.97 

12.89 

70.98 

1945 

22.8 

13.97 

52.78 

1946 

26.9 

12.8 

51.64 

5 

1 


t 


/ 
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BIRTHS. 

During  the  year  the  number  of  live  births  registered  was  426, 
comprising  219  males  and  207  females  and  of  this  number  11  males 
and"  10  females  were  illegitimate.  The  birth  rate  shows  an  increase 
the  figure  being  26.9  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population,  as 
compared  with  22.8  in  1945* 

DEATHS. 

The  number  of  deaths  of  residents  belonging  to  the  Borough  after 
making  allowances  for  inward  and  outward  transfers,  was  202, 
comprising  107  males  and  95  females,  which  gives  a Crude  Death  Rate 
of  12.8. 

The  chief  causes  of  death  during  the  year  were  Diseases  of  the 
Heart  and  Blood  Vessels,  77;  Cancer  J1 ; all  forms  of  Tuberculosis  12 ; 
and  Bronchitis  21. 

The  number  of  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age  was  22 
as  compared  with  18  in  1945* 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 


Disease . 

Under 
1 wk. 

. . . 

1-2 

wks 

- . 

2-3 1 3-4;  Totaij 
wksi  wks;  under 
i 4 wks 

1 mth. 

& under 
3 mths. 

3-6  ! 6-9 
mths  mths 

I 

9-12 

mths 

Total . 

i 

Pneumonia 

; 

1 

l 

2 

Prematurity 

3 

— 

- ; „ 

3 

— 1 

- 

— 

3 

Asphyxia 

i 

1 i - 

x i 

1 

1 

- 

— 

2 

Gastro-Ent erit is 

1 i - 

3 

1 

— 

— 

5 

Birth  Injury 

1 

— 

- 1 ~ 

1 

- 

— 

l 

Regurgitation  of 
Food. 

1 

_ 

1 

— 1 — 

1 

— 

1 

Asphyxia 

Neonatorum 

1 

— 

i 

- i - 

1 

* 

/ 

: 

1 

Respiratory 
Failure . 

1 

1 

1 

Measles 

— 

— 1 _ 

— • 

— 

— 

1 

1 

p 

Ex omphalos 

1 

— 

_ i _ 

1 

— 

- 

- 

1 

Heart  Failure 

— j _ 

— 

— 

- 

— 

1 

1 

Bronchitis 

- 

5 

— 

1 

- 

— 

1 

Farunculosis 

— 

i 

i 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

TOTALS 

8 

- 

1 

LLi  - 

10 

4 

4 

2 

2 

22 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Cause  of  Death 

| Males 

! Females. 

All  Causes 

t • • • • ♦ 1 • • 

1 107 

1 95 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

| 

1 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

i 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough 

«•» 

Diphtheria 

\ 

1 — 

\ 

— 

Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory 

System 

3 

6 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

2 

1 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

! 

— 

Influenza 

- 

— 

Measles 

2 

Acute  Polio-myelitis  and  Polio 

Encephalitis 

| 

— 

Acute  Infantile  Encephalitis 

1 - 

— 

Cancer  of  buc;  cav;  & Oesoph; 

(M) , Uterus  (F) 

1 

- 

3 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

8 

5 

« 


Causes  of  death  (contd). 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

j Females. 

■ — * 

Cancer  of  Breast 

i 

1 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

12 

i 

2 

Diabetes 

1 

1 

Intra-Cranial  Vascular  Lesions 

9 

1 

13 

Heart  Diseases 

20 

27 

Other  Diseases  of  Circ.  System 

5 

i 

\ 

3 

Bronchitis 

13 

i 

8 

Pneumonia 

4 

i 

5 

Other  Resp.  Diseases 

l 

1 

i 

- 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

2 

! 

l 

Diarrhoea  under  2 years 

2 

i 

i 

3 

Appendicit is 

- 

- 

Other  Digve.  Diseases 

1 

t 

l 

3 

Nephritis 

4 

i 

1 

Puer.  & Post-abort,  sepsis 

1 

— 

Other  maternal  causes 

— 

1 

Premature  birth 

3 

- 

Con,  mal.  birth  inj . infant  diseases 

3 

2 

Suioide 

- 

! 

1 

- 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 

! 

i 

— 

Other  violent  causes 

3 

i 

1 

2 

All  other  causes 

9 

I 

I 

6 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  THE  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  BOROUGH. 


1.  PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  LOCAL  AUTHORITY. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  report  a list  is  given  showing  all 
officers  connected  with  the  Health  Services  of  the  Borough. 

2.  SERVICES  PROVIDED  IN  THE  AREA. 

(a)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

Bacteriological  examinations  in  connection  with  Infectious 
Diseases  are  carried  out  at  the  College  of  Medicine,  Newcastle-on-Tyne , 
by  arrangement  with  Durham  County  Council. 

(b)  Ambulance  Facilities. 

For  Infectious  Diseases  - Infectious  Diseases  are  removed  by 
the  Ambulance  belonging  to  West  Hartlepool  Isolation  Hospital. 

(c)  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

Provisions  are  as  for  previous  years. 

3.  MIDWIFERY  AND  MATERNITY  SERVICES. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  maternity  cases 
admitted  to  Hartlepools  Hospital  who  made  use  of  the  beds  provided 
by  the  Council:- 


January  5 
February  1 
March  7 
April  3 
May  6 
June  5 


July  7 
August  4 
Sept  ember 7 
October  8 
November  8 
December  3 


This  is  a total  of  64  cases  against  44  for  1945  which  is  an 
increase  of  20. 


Puerperal  Pyrexia  and  Puerperal  Fever  cases  are  admitted  to 
Howbeck  Hospital  and  to  West  Hartlepool  Isolation  Hospital. 


ANTE-NATAL  CLINICS. 
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Two  Ante-Natal  Clinics  are  held,  one  at  Frederic  Street  and 
the  other  at  West  View.  Patients  are  also  examined  in  their  own 
homes.  Altogether  247  women  were  examined  at  the  Clinics  during 
the  year  and  67  were  examined  in  their  own  homes  giving  a total  of 
314  which  is  an  increase  of  198  over  last  year. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  IN  THE  AREA. 


Water . 

The  town  is  supplied  with  water  by  the  Hartlepools  Gas  and 
Water  Co.  Ltd. , from  boreholes  situated  at  two  places  within  the 
district  of  the  County  Borough  of  West  Hartlepool.  There  is  no 
information  to  show  that  the  supply  has  been  insufficient  in  quantity 
during  the  year.  Complaints  were  received  during  the  year  as  to 
the  discolouration  of  the  water  in  certain  parts  of  the  town  and  as 
to  the  presence  of  sediment  therein  and  the  Analyst’s  comments  are 
as  indicated  below  in  the  copy  of  his  report.  Arrangements  were 
accordingly  put  in  hand  for  the  flushing  of  all  mains  but  this  had 
not  been  carried  out  by  the  end  of  the  year.  The  supply  can  be 
considered  of  good  and  i?holesome  quality  though  very  hard. 

With  the  exception  of  a few  houses  in  an  area  taken  over  in 
boundary  extensions  in  1936  all  the  houses  in  the  town  are  supplied 
from  public  water  mains  direct  to  the  houses.  The  number  of  houses 
in  the  Hart  Station  area  without  a piped  supply  of  any  description 
is  not  yet  known  though  the  area  is  at  present  being  surveyed  both 
for  water  supply  and  drainage  arrangements. 

Report  on  water  sample 


Chlorine  as  Chlorides  

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  

Ammonia  

Albuminoid  Ammonia  

Oxygen  Absorption  

Injurious  Metals  

Total  Solid  Matter  dried  @ 100°  C ...  ... 

Temporary  Hardness  ...  23.6  Regress. 

Permanent  Hardness  ...  23.6 

Colour  of  sample  on  Hazen  Scale  

Appearance  of  Sample  in  2 foot  tube 
Odour  when  heated  to  50°  C. 

MICROSCOPICAL  EXAMINATION. 


Parts  per  100 t 000 

15.4500 

.1400 

.0022 

*0012 

.0165 

None 

83.OOOO 


3 

Not  quite  clear. 
None 


Small  deposit  from  2 gallon,  consisting  mainly  of  particles 
of  Ferric  Oxide,  some  earthy  matter,  vegetable  debris,  broken  fungus 
and  a very  few  micro-organisms. 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION. 


Number  of  colonies  on  Nutrient  Agar 

@ 31  C.  after  J2  hours 

Number  of  colonies  on  Nutrient  Agar 

© 20-22°  C.  after  72  hours 

Presumptive  B.  Coli  Test  at  37°  C.  after 

72  hours 

Clostridium  Welchii  Test  © 45°  C. 


1 per  ml. 

2 per  ml. 

Negative  in  100  ml. 
Negative  in  40  ml. 


■ 


OBSERVATIONS. 


This  sample  is  of  a high  degree  of  purity,  both  chemically  and 
bacteriologioally,  the  only  defect  being  the  unsightly  deposit  of 
particles  of  rust,  but  these  are  harmless  and  if  the  mains  in  the 
area  are  flushed  the  trouble  should  be  overcome. 

(Signed)  CYRIL  J.  H.  STOCK. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year:- 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 


defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Aots)  ...  4&7 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  2109 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  in  sub-head  (l) 

above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Housing  Consolidation  Regulations,  19^5  & 193^  •••  3 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  7 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 

human  habitation  3 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusivs  to  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  346 


2 . Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of  Formal 

Notices: - 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 

consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Authority 

or  their  officers  26l 

3 . Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year; - 

A-  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Aot , 1936 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  29 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 
service  of  formal  not  ices: - 

(a)  by  owners  47 

(b)  by  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  2 

B-  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Act:- 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  2 

(2)  Number  0 f dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 
after  service  of  formal  notices:- 

(a)  by  owners  11 

(b)  by  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  1 

C-  Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936:- 

(l)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  . . • . • • » • • “ 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 
Demolition  Orders *“ 

D-  Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936:- 

f i ^ Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  - 


/' 


~10~ 


(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 
respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 
tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  - 

4 • Housing  Act,  1936,  Part  IV  - Overcrowding . 

(a)  (l^  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  end  of  year  ...  459 

(iij  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  459 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  2839 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 

the  y e ar  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overorowding  relieved  during 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  %ases  ...  - 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  such  cases  in  which  dwelling  houses 

have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  local  authority 
have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding 
(abated  after  informal  action  had  been  taken)  ...  — 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  in  respect  of  overcrowding 

conditions  upon  which  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  may 
consider  it  desirable  to  report  - 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  notifications  and 
removals  to  Hospital  of  cases  of  Infectious  Disease,  and  also 
the  number  of  deaths:- 


Disease 

— - 

r 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Cases 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Number 

of 

Deaths . 

• 

Smallpox 

- 

! ; 

*“* 

Diphtheria 

3 

3 

Scarlet  Fever 

62 

34 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

l 

# 

Puerperal  Fever 

— 

_ 

Pneumonia 

2 

Erysipelas 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

l 

— 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

— 

— 

Infantile  Paralysis 

— 

— ' 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

Measles 

254 

2 

Para-Typhoid 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 
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AGE  GROUPS. 


i 

Disease 

Under 

1 yr. 

1- 

2-!  3- 

s 

4H  5- 

10- 

15- 

| 20- 

Vj-J 

VJ1 

1 

a r-  f 

45-! 

65  & 

overj  Total 

Smallpox 

• 

_L 

- L 

| ! 

“ 

j 

Diphtheria 

— 

, . 

1 1- 

— i ~ 

2 

— 

— 

— j 

- ! 3 

Scarlet  Fever 

Enteric  Fever 
(including  Para- 

3 

1 ; 4 

i 

1 

3 1 31 

: 

I 

15 

3 

2 

f 

“ 1 

1 

I 

I 

- 1 62 

! 

Typhoid) 

— 

j - 

- 

- 

< 

1 | 

- i 2 

Puerperal  Fever 
Pneumonia  (Primary 

„ j _ 

■ 

1 

i ~ 

t. 

i 

s 

“ ! 

I 

& Influenzal) 

— 

— 

— ~ 

j 

— 

- 

1 

- 

1 } 

- i 2 

Erysipelas 

- - 

— 

- 

1 

- ! - 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Encephalitis 

1 

- - 

1 

_ | — 

1 

- 

- 1 

i 

i 

- j 1 

j 

Lethargica 

, . 

- 

~ ! - 

! 

- 1 - 

— 

— j 

“ ! 

- 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Cerebr o-Spinal 

— 

l 

i 

- !“ 

! 

j 

1 

— f 

! 

^ / 

$ 

- I 1 

• 

Meningitis 

! 

“ 

— 

— ! — 

- 1- 

- 

I 

i 

| 

1 

Infantile  Paralysis 

~ i 

i 

- i- 

- i 

! 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

_ | - 

- i- 

- 

- i 

- 1 

- j 

Measles  ! 20 

4 

39 

— 

— 

43146!  401  66 

— 

1 

— J 

. ——  4 

— 

i 

“4 

- 254 

1 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

There  were  62  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  notified  during  the  year 
of  whom  34  were  admitted  to  Hospital,  those  cases  remaining  at  home 
where  satisfactory  isolation  could  be  maintained. 

DIPHTHERIA. 

There  were  3 cases  of  Diphtheria  notified  during  the  year,  there 
being  no  deaths  from  these  cases.  All  these  cases  were  admitted  to 
the  Isolation  Hospital. 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria . 

Up  to  December,  1946,  69*5  of  the  pre-sohool  children  and 
65.71  of  the  children  of  school  age  in  Hartlepool  had  been  immunised 
against  Diphtheria. 


HSaSLES. 

254  cases  of  Measles  were  notified  during  the  year  and  2 deaths 
occurred  from  this  disease. 

WHOOPING  COUGH. 

No  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  were  notified  during  the  year. 
TUBERCULOSIS. 

34  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year,  showing 
an  increase  of  6 over  1945*  The  total  deaths  were  6,  which  is  a 
decrease  of  5 aB  compared  with  1945* 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  new  cases  and  deaths 
from  Tuberculosis  for  the  Borough  of  Hartlepool  during  1946. 
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AGE  PERIODS. 

NEW 

Pulmonary 

CASES 

Non-Pulmonary 

TOTAL 

Pulmonary 

DEATHS 

Non-Pulmonary 

M 

F 

Ml 

F 

M 

J-F  __ 

I 1 F 

Under  1 year 

, 

r . 

i 

I 

i ~ 

f 

1-5  years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

[ 

— 

5-15  " 

1 

1 

1 

1 

- 

i 

i 

— 

1 

— 

15-25  " 

4 

6 

— 

1 

— 

i 3 

- 

\ 

i 

— 

25-35  " 

3 

4 

1 

— 

— 

! 1 

— 

i 

. 

— 

35-45  " 

2 

- 

— 

— 

1 

! _ 

— 

i 

— 

45-55  " 

5 

1 

~ 

— 

1 

— 

f 

— 

55-65  » 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 - 

- 

i 

— 

65  and  up 

l 

— 

— 

- 

i - 

I 

— 

i 

— 

TOTALS 

- ■ 1 - . - . . . — — — . - ■ ■ ■—  ...  - 

"7 

12 

3 

2 

2 

4 

4- 

1 

I 

- 

i 

— 

The  following  is  a comparative  table  of  the  number  of  new  cases 
and  the  number  of  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  over  the  past  eight  years 

1946.  1945-  1944-  1941-  1942.  1941-  1240.  1939- 

Total  New  Cases  34  28  29  27  27  25  35  38 

Total  Deaths  6 15  12  14  13  24  19  14 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY . 

There  was  one  death  from  this  cause  during  the  year. 


STATISTICAL  RETURNS. 


Number  of  Legitimate  Births  ... 
Number  of  Illegitimate  Births.. 
Number  of  Still  Births 


405 

21 

12 


Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year:- 

Legitimate  

Illegitimate  


26.9 


19 

_3 

22 


Infantile  Mortality  per  1,000  live  births:- 

Legitimate 44*6 

Illegitimate  7.04 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY  RATES. 


! YEARS 

Hartlepool 

ENGLAND  & ' 
WALES 

1937 

67.4 

58 

1938 

55.2 

63 

1939 

75.0 

50 

1940 

73.2 

55 

1941 

68. 0 

59 

1942 

142.3 

49 

1943 

91.5 

49 

1944 

70.9 

46 

1945 

52.7 

46 

1946 

51.6 

43 
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child  WELFARE  CENTRE, 


Work  in  the  Child  Welfare  Clinics  was  satisfactory  although  the 
total  attendances  show  a decrease  of  51  f°r  the  year. 

The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  work  done  in  connection 
with  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics  during  the  yearj- 


Total  Attendances  during  the  year:-  . . ..  . 4,514 

1.  By  children  under  1 year  of  age  *.  . . 3 >5^0 

2.  By  children  between  the  ages  of  1 and  5 years  ..  . ; 954 

Average  number  of  children  attending  per  session  . . n 88 
Total  number  of  children  who  made  first  attendances:-  297 

1.  By  children  under  1 year  of  age  t . 288 

2.  By  children  between  the  ages  of  1 and  5 years  ....  9 

Number  of  children  who  received  Artificial  Sunlight  Treatment 

1.  Children  under  1 year  of  age 8 

2.  Children  between  the  ages  of  1 and  5 years 25 

DEFECTS  FOUND  IN  CHILDREN  ATTENDING  THE  CLINIC. 


i Number 

Number 

1 

Number 

Number 

DISEASE  . under 

over 

DISEASE 

under 

over 

| 1 year 

1 year 

{ 

i 

1 year 

1 year 

Enteritis  j 12 

j 

1 

1 

Ulcerated  Mouth 

1 

2 

Eczema  j 1 

2 i 

Dermatitis 

— 

1 

Constipation  j 10 

| 

Pyloric  Stenosis 

1 

— 

Talipes  i 1 

V i 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

1 

Impetigo  j 3 

6 

Swelling  Glands 

1 

4 

Convulsions  1 

- i 

Scalded  Arm 

2 

Phimosis  j 2 

- 

Bronchitis 

3 

Rickets  4 

Mastoid 

< 

l 

Ottorhoea  j 2 

7 

Genu-Valgum 

- 

l 

Conjunctivitis  j 1 

— 

Tort icollus 

1 

* * 

Spina  Bifida  1 1 

— 

Skin 

1 

6 

Debility  j 4 

— 

Blepharitis 

- 

2 

Umbilical  Hernia  ! 9 

Injury  to  Feet 

5 

Hare  Lip  and  Cleft 

j Enlarged  Tonsils 

! 

Palate  j 1 

— 

and  Adenoids 

- 

1 

Malnutrition  j - 

4 

Squint 

1 

Scabies  | - 

4 

Injury  to  Thigh 

t — 

1 

Number  of  Visits  paid  by  Health  Visitors:- 


(a  ) 

To  Expectant 

Mothers  

First  Visits 
Total  Visits 

44 

47 

(b«) 

To  Children 

under  1 year 

First  Visits 
Total  Visits 

331 

865 

(0) 

To  Children 
years  ... 

between  1 and  5 

• • • • • 1 • * • 

Total  Visits 

669 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OP  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


FOR  THE  TEAR  1946. 


Health  Department, 

Frederic  Street, 
HARTLEPOOL. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Public  Health  and  Housing  Committee. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 


I have  pleasure  in  presenting  for  your  consideration  the 
Report  on  the  work  of  my  Department  for  the  year  1946,  and  th 
only  one  or  two  matters  contained  in  it  on  which  I would  like 


Annual 
ere  are 

to 


comment. 


The  major  issue  is  that  of  property  repairs,  which  has  taken  up 
practically  the  whole  of  the  time  of  one  inspector  for  the  reasons 
given  in  the  report.  The  position  is  very  serious,  and  the  outlook 
for  occupiers  very  difficult  as  I,  personally,  can  see  no  real  chance 
of  any  great  amelioration  of  the  conditions  for  some  time  to  come. 

I would  also  draw  attention  to  the  housing  of  the  aged,  and  often 
infirm,  single  person.  I have  reported  on  this  problem  before, 
particularly  in  connection  with  the  re-housing  of  this  class  of  person 
from  slum  clearance  areas  when  the  Council  were  loth  to  give  them  a 
house.  This  problem  will  have  to  be  tackled  sooner  or  later. 

The  question  of  the  quality  of  graded  milks  again  gave  rise  to 
some  concern  and  apart  from  difficulties  arising  from  the  reasons 
given  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  quality  could  still  be  further 
improved  if  wholesale  suppliers  of  bulk  milk  had  not  to  travel  such 
long  distances  to  and  from  the  primary  collecting  centre.  Locally 
produced  milk  still  maintains  a very  satisfactory  standard.  Locally 
produced  ice  cream  was  of  a very  reasonable  standard  of  cleanliness. 

More  detailed  information  as  to  the  work  carried  out,  in  a 
somewhat  abridged  form,  is  given  in  the  following  pages. 

I am , 


Your  obedient  servant, 
G.  A.  WARD. 


GENERAL  SANITARY  WORK. 

A total  of  467  houses  were  inspected  and  2,109  re-inspections 
made  during  the  course  of  the  year.  236  informal  notices  were  served 
upon  owners  of  331  houses  with  regard  to  nuisances  existing  thereon,  and 
196  such  notices  affecting  261  houses  were  abated.  Upon  instructions 
of  the  Committee,  24  Statutory  Notices  were  served  during  the  year  in 
respect  of  31  houses  and  45  such  notices  were  complied  with  concerning 
58  houses.  In  three  instances  repairs  were  carried  out  in  default  to 
three  houses  and  the  prescribed  action  taken  to  recover  the  expenses 
incurred.  The  total  number  of  notices  served  was  260  in  respect  of  3°2 
....  ises,  244  notices  were  abated  in  respect  of  322  houses. 

The  above  figures,  of  course,  include  notices  outstanding  at  the 
commen cement  of  the  year,  and  in  the  early  months,  more  labour  and 
materials  being  available,  rapid  progress  was  made  in  securing  abatement 
of  outstanding  notices.  Unfortunately , however,  this  only  proved  a 
temporary  phase  and  as  new  house  building  got  into  its  stride  the 
demands  made  on  labour  and  materials  very  seriously  retarded  repairs 
and  caused  very  considerable  difficulty  in  securing  the  execution  01 
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even  the  minimum  amount  of  essential  repair  work  allowed,  with 
consequently  greatly  increased  demands  on  the  time  of  your  Inspectors. 
The  number  of  notices  served  as  compared  with  1933 * the  last  pre-war 
year,  shows  an  advance  of  some  40/,  but  inspections  show  an  increase 
of  about  300/  - and  these  figures  are  still  rising.  However  desirable 
new  housing  is,  and  I do  not  v/ish  to  detract  from  its  importance,  I 
cannot  refrain  from  viewing  with  the  utmost  concern  the  continued 
rapid  deterioration  of  most  of  the  existing  house  property,  which 
generally  speaking,  was  in  a very  poor  state  before  the  war  and  has  had 
little  or  no  repairs  carried  out  for  seven  years.  Out  of  4?400  houses, 
of  which  about  1,000  are  new  ones,  over  60/  of  the  remainder  are 
awaiting  slum  clearance  action.  The  position  is  difficult  in  the 
extreme  in  respect  of  those  houses  dealt  with  under  the  Housing  Acts 
before  the  war,  and  still  occupied;  the  condition  of  most  is  deplorable 
in  the  extreme  and  special  action  will  be  called  for  in  the  very  near 
future. 


I think,  however,  that  the  biggest  single  factor  affecting 
property  repairs  is  the  cost.  Prices  of  labour  and  materials  have 
advanced  with  leaps  and  bounds  and  if  costs  continue  to  advance  there 
is  no  doubt  that  numerous  owners  will  be  'subsidising'  property  if  it 
is  to  be  kept  occupied  - and  occupied  houses  must,  of  course,  be  kept 
reasonably  habitable  and  free  from  major  nuisances.  Whilst  these 
difficulties  are  widespread,  and  in  part  the  solution  is  one  of 
Government  policy,  no  permitted  increase  of  rent  for  repairs  will 
avail  a great  deal  in  this  town  in  view  of  the  foregoing  circumstances 
and  when  it  is  realised  that  the  weekly  net  rent  probably  averages 
about  5s/ - per  week.  In  1938,  reconditioning  of  houses  was  being 
carried  out  at  about  twice  to  three  times  the  cost  of  the  essential 
repairs  now  called  for.  The  future  outlook  can  only  be  described  as 
grim,  particularly  so  if  labour  and  materials  are  not  to  be  made 
available  for  this  class  of  work 


SANITARY  IN SPEC TI OH  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 


Dwellinyhouses. 

Inspection. 

Re-inspection. 

TOTAL 

Notifiable  diseases 

66 

20 

86 

Other  diseases 

- 

- 

- 

Verminous  premises 

27 

8 

35 

Dirty  Premises 

Overcrowded  condition 

Houses  let  in  lodgings 

17 

7 

24 

Housing  Acts 

237 

237 

Water  Supply 

2 

1 

3 

Animals,  etc.  kept 

3 

2 

5 

Supervision  of  removals 

80 

- 

80 

Rat  infested  premises 

48 

25 

73 

Other  Premises. 

Offensive  trades 

49 

2 

51 

Marine  Stores 

2 

- 

2 

Accumulation  of  Rubbish 
Factories  v/ith  mechanical 

6 

2 

8 

pov/er 

factories  v/ith  no  mechanical 

31 

7 

38 

pov/er 

54 

7 

61 

Workplaces 

6 

— 

6 

Licenced  Premises 

17 

10 

27 

Places  of  Public  Entertainme 

nt  2 

- 

2 

Food  Premises 

Meat  shops 

16 

1 

17 

Provision  shops 

5 

1 

6 

Fish  shops  - wet 

8 

1 

9 

Fish  Shops  - fried 

21 

2 

23 

Milk  shops  and  Dairies 

11 

- 

11 

Cowsheds 

11 

- 

11 

Restaurant  Kitchens 

13 

5 

18 

Bakehouses 

23 

12 

35 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

15 

- 

15 

. 
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luiscellansous  - Action  Taken. 


Wo.  of  Complaints  investigated 

during  year 

336 

Informal  Notices  served  during 

1946 

236 

Informal  Notices  complied  with, 

1946 

196 

Second  or  Reminder  Notices  3ent 

195 

Nuisances  abated  without  ssrvic 

e of  written 

notice 

15 

Statutory  Notices  served,  1946 

24 

Statutory  Notices  complied  with 

, 1946 

48 

Nuisances  abated  on  default  of 

owner 

3 

Warning  letters  sent 

15 

Interviews  with  owners 

63 

Interviews  with  builders 

115 

Sanitary  improvements  and  repairs 

effected:- 

Houses.  No. 

Notice.  By 

owner  under  Council  on 

Notice. 

Default  of 

Owner. 

Repaired  and  made  fit 

15 

319 

3 

Roofs  repaired 

- 

77 

1 

Floors  repaired,  ventilated, 

etc* 

- 

21 

- 

Plastered  walls  and  ceilings 

repaired 

- 

28 

Windows  repaired  and  sash- 

cords  renewed 

2 

62 

Pantry  repaired  or  provided 

- 

- 

- 

Staircases  repaired  (internal 

and  external) 

- 

8 

Doors  rehung  or  repaired 

1 

52 

Fireplaces,  Ranges  repaired. 

re-set,  renewed 

- 

32 

Chimneys  or  stacks  repaired 

- 

27 

1 

New  sinks  provided  and  fixed 

- 

4 

Sink  wastes  repaired  or  renewed 

1 

13 

Water  supply  provided  inside 

houses 

1 

Wash  coppers  repaired  or 

provided 

2 

22 

Pumps  repaired 

- 

8 

Walls  pointed 

1 

14 

Outbuildings  repaired 

- 

17 

Eaves  and  downspouts  repaired 

or  renewed 

1 

80 

2 

Dangerous  walls  repaired 

- 

11 

Yard  paving  repaired 

- 

2 

Water  services  repaired 

1 

14 

Verminous,  etc.  Premises. 

Dirty  houses  cleansed 

1 

1 

Verminous  houses  disinfested 

95 

% 

Bedding,  etc.  , disinfested 

(lots) 

47 

Bedding,  etc. , destroyed 

(lots) 

13 

Drainage. 

Obstructed  drains  cleansed 

7 

32 

New  Gully s fixed  in  yards 

- 

4 

Drains  repaired  and 

reconstructed 

- 

7 

Inspection  chambers  built 

- 

2 

W.C.  basins  renewed 

1 

14 

Wo C«  Pedestal  Basins  in  lieu 

of  old  type 

- 

7 

W.C.  Cisterns  repaired  or 

renewed 

1 

36 

W.C.  Compartments  cleansed 

1 

6 
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Drainage  (continued) 


Drains  water  tested 
Drains  smoke  tested 
Drains  inspected 

Other  Nuisances* 


No*  Notice.  By  owner  under  Council  on 

Notice.  Default  of 

Owner. 


1 

33 


Dust  nuisances  abated  - 1 

Animals  improperly  kept 

Accumulation  of  refuse,  etc.  3 7 


VERMINOUS  HOUSES. 


Eradication  of  Vermin. 


The  table  indicates  the  number  of  properties  in  the  town  found 
to  be  vermin  infested,  principally  by  bugs,  cockroaches  and  crickets. 


No.  found  to  be  infested 
and  dealt  with 


Buns. 

Council.  Other. 


Other  vermin. 


4 43  48 


All  the  bug  infested  Council  houses  were  old  leasehold  properties. 

Methods  employed  in  dealing  with  bugs  are  that  all  wallpaper  is 
removed  and  skirtings  and  mouldings  eased  off  the  wall,  and  the  house 
is  then  sprayed  with  a liquid  insecticide.  Furniture,  etc.  is 
likewise  treated  and  bedding  steam  disinfected.  Tenants  are  advised 
v/hen  re-decorating  not  to  paper  and  are  persuaded  to  destroy  furniture 
not  capable  of  being  cleansed.  Fumigation  by  D.D. T«  and  smoke 
generators  has  been  tried  out  and  the  houses  will  be  kept  under 
observation  during  the  ensuing  year  to  assess  the  result.  The  smoke 
generators,  if  successful,  v/ill  very  considerably  reduce  costs. 

Other  vermin  are  treated  by  the  same  liquid  insecticide  and 
followed  up  by  powder  treatments,  and  good  results  have  been  obtained 
with  D. D.T.  and  Gammexane  in  this  respect. 

The  furniture  and  effects  of  tenants,  prior  to  re-housing  in 
Council  houses,  are  examined  and  disinfected  as  necessary  and  in 
appropriate  cases  furniture  not  capable  of  cleansing  is  destroyed. 

80  removals  v/ere  supervised  during  the  year. 

All  disinfestation  is  carried  out  by  staff  of  the  Department. 
Public  Health  Act.  1936.  Sec.  84. 

This  Section  empowers  a local  authority  to  order  the  destruction 
of  any  article  in  any  premises  that  is  in  such  a filthy  condition  or 
is  verminous  and  is  not  capable  of  being  cleansed,  and  I regret  to 
state  that  it  was  necessary  to  use  these  powers  on  four  occasions 
during  the  year.  In  each  case  the  occupier,  an  aged  person,  had  been 
removed  to  the  Municipal  Hospital  at  West  Hartlepool  by  the  Public 
Assistance  Officer,  and  in  two  instances  the  furniture,  etc.  was 
verminous,  and  two  cases  filthy.  In  three  cases  the  whole  of  the 
furniture  was  removed  and  destroyed  and  part,  bedding  and  soft 
furnishings  principally,  in  the  other  case.  It  was  necessary  to 
obtain  a Magistrate's  warrant  to  enter  in  two  of  the  cases.  The 
houses  were  subsequently  disinfected. 

During  the  previous  year  action  had  to  be  taken  in  two  cases. 

As  I emphasised  last  year  the  problem  is  principally  a social  one, 
but  these  cases  which  come  to  light  are  a good  commentary  on  our 
standard  of  civilisation,  and  old  people  not  unnaturally  prize  their 
independence  and  eschew  institutional  treatment  though,  through 
increasing  age,  they  are  not  fully  capable  of  looking  after  themselves. 
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The  alternative  to  institutional  treatment  would  appear  to  be  the 
provision  of  houses  or  hostels  for  the  aged  couple  with  the  helpful 
supervision  of  a trained  warden  and  his  wife. 

Dust  Nuisance. 

Just  prior  to  the  outbreak  of  v/ar  several  complaints  were 
received  about  an  alleged  dust  nuisance  from  a new  factory  situated  on 
the  foreshore  adjoining  the  Council's  large  new  housing  estate.  The 
product  of  the  factory  is,  in  the  final  stages,  calcined  in  a rotary 
kiln  of  which  there  w as  one  in  operation.  The  dust  nuisance  appeared 
to  arise  from  tipping,  etc.  of  pov/dered  dolomite  ore  and  from  the 
chimney  serving  the  rotary  kiln.  The  complaints  fell  into  two  distinct 
types,  normal  dust  deposition  in  houses,  etc.  and  the  death  of  plant 
life  in  allotments,  etc.  The  latter  complaint  particularly  applied  to 
large  leafed  plants  and  appeared  to  be  due  to  the  choking  of  the  pores 
of  the  leaf  by  dust.  Bushes  and  flowering  shrubs  were  likewise 
affected.  The  flue  dust  is  extremely  fine,  and  only  a few  microns  in 
size.  Early  in  the  war  the  works  were  acquired  by  the  Ministry  of 
Supply  and  their  size  eventually  trebled  with  a corresponding  increase 
in  the  extent  of  the  nuisance.  Close  contact  was  kept  v/ith  the 
management  and  it  had  been  hoped  that  their  scheme  for  dust  extraction 
would  be  in  the  process  of  being  installed  by  the  time  post  war 
building  w as  commenced  on  the  Housing  Estate.  The  appropriate  Ministry 
would  not  approve  the  necessary  heavy  expenditure  as  it  was  not 
supported  by  evidence  of  a nuisance.  Acting  on  advice  from  the 
Department  of  Scientific  and  Industrial  Research  it  was  hoped  to 
obtain  technical  data  as  to  dust  deposition  and  density  of  the  smoke 
plume  as  it  drifted  over  the  land.  Owing,  however,  to  the  rather 
stringent  weather  conditions  required  for  the  tests  and  the  abnormally 
bad  summer  weather,  these  tests  v/ere  not  carried  out.  Comprehensive 
evidence  as  to  the  nature  of  the  nuisance  which  arose  when  the 
direction  was  from  N.  W.  to  E.  were  submitted.  Under  certain  climatic 
conditions  the  plume  descends  straight  to  the  ground  and  there  is 
evidence  of  scorching  of  trees  and  plant  life  up  to  ?00  feet  from  the 
point  of  emission  in  addition  to  the  effect  of  the  dust  on  plant  life, 
i.e.  stunted  growth  and cfeath  of  the  plant.  On  a bright  sun  shining 
May  day  the  outline  of  houses  500  feet  distant  were  obliterated  and 
the  plume,  being  opaque,  cut  off  sunlight.  The  track  of  the  plume  can 
be  defined  for  miles  over  land  and  sea.  In  addition  numerous  residents 
of  West  View  complained  that  furniture,  etc,  was  covered  with  a thin 
film  of  white  dust,  that  windows  and  doors  could  not  be  left  open  and 
that  it  gave  rise  to  bronchitis  and  sore  throats  - these  latter 
complaints  could  not  be  verified  medically.  Aerial  photographs  were 
also  submitted  which  clearly  illustrated  the  extent  of  the  nuisance 
even  over  the  furthermost  part  of  the  adjoining  County  Borough  of  West 
Hartlepool.  From  400  feet  the  ground  could  not  be  seen  through  the 
plume.  (As  a passing  thought  one  wonders  if  this  is  the  first  occasion 
on  which  an  aeroplane  has  been  used  for  this  purpose.)  Meteorological 
information  extracted  for  a period  of  10  years  showed  that  the  average 
number  of  days  in  a year  when  the  wind  was  in  the  direction  that  would 
give  rise  to  a nuisance  was  172  and  this  percentage  was  most  marked  in 
the  months  of  March  to  September  - the  summer  months. 

With  regard  to  the  "low  levs]."  dust  nuisance  arising  from  truck 
tipping,  etc. , when  constructional  alterations,  at  present  in  hand,  are 
completed,  only  one  tipping  point  will  be  in  use  and  this  is  being 
adequately  screened  so  that  this  aspect  of  the  nuisance  should  be 
reduced  to  a minimum.  It  is  doubtful,  however,  owing  to  the  nature  of 
certain  raw  materials,  whether  it  can  be  entirely  eliminated. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  the  Ministry  of  Supply  were 
finally  convinced  as  to  the  existence  of  a nuisance  and  the  difficulty 
they  are  now  faced,  v/ith  is  the  best  method  to  adopt  to  secure  the 
abatement  of  the  nuisance.  The  only  similar  plants  in  operation  are  in 
America,  and  control  methods  there  are  to  be  investigated.  The  18 
months  delay  that  has  been  occasioned  is  regrettable  and  even  when  any 
system  is  approved  it  is  probable  that  it  v/ill  incorporate  electro- 
static precipitators  and  the  plant  v/ill,  v/ith  priority,  take  about  a 
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year  to  manufacture,  let  alone  instal.  The  attitude  of  the  Ministry  is 
that  before  authorising  an  expenditure  of  about  £50,000  they  must  be 
reasonably  certain  that  the  work  done  will  abate  the  nuisance. 

Offensive  Trades. 

One  establishment,  on  an  annual  licence,  as  provided  for  in  the 
Public  Health  Act,  193© ? had  their  consent  renewed  for  a further  period 
of  12  months  but  later  closed  down.  The  consent  of  the  Council  was 
granted  to  the  establishment  of  the  trade  of  Fish  Curer  again  for  a 
limited  period  subject  to  renewal. 

With  one  exception  all  the  premises  are  suitable  for  the  trade 
carried  on  there  and  were  generally  maintained  in  a satisfactory 
condition.  Two  Informal  Notices  and  Six  Verbal  Notices  were  complied 
with  during  the  year. 

During  the  w ar  arrangements  for  the  disposal  of  herring  offal  from 
the  curing  houses  and  fish  quay  were  interrupted  but  though  I was  able 
to  revise  the  arrangements  in  time  for  the  herring  season  they  failed. 

It  is  hoped,  however,  to  have  similar  arrangements  of  a more  permanent 
nature  in  operation  this  year,  otherwise  the  disposal  of  herring  offal 
now  that  trade  is  assuming  pre  war  dimensions,  will  present  difficulties. 

Licenced  Premises  - Sanitary  Accommodation. 

In  1940  at  the  behest  of  the  Licencing  Magistrates  a standard  for 
sanitary  accommodation  at  different  types  of  houses  in  the  town  was 
drawn  up  by  the  Health  Committee  after  a report  on  existing  conditions 
had  been  considered.  This  standard  was  submitted  to  the  Brewers  and  a 
lot  of  improvement  effected  until  stopped  by  the  war.  During  1946  the 
Sanitary  accommodation  at  two  houses  was  brought  up  to  standard,  waste 
pipes  fitted  to  bar  drainers  and  miscellaneous  .repairs  carried  out. 

Though  the  licencing  magistrates  are  desirous  of  recommencing  this 
work  the  position  with  regard  to  building  materials  and  labour  make  it 
impossible  for  the  time  being.  In  some  areas  the  amount  of  rebuilding 
required  is  considerable. 

Administration  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act„  1957> 

Inspection  of  Meat  and  Food. 

2?  inspections  of  meat  and  food  were  carried  out  during  the  year, 
a reduction  of  14  on  the  previous  year  and  a considerable  reduction  on 
previous  years. 

The  total  weight  of  food  condemned  during  the  year  amounted  to 
only  9 cwt.  3 st.  12  lbs.  - a considerable  reduction  over  last  year, 
probably  due  to  the  fact  that  it  was  not  found  necessary  to  condemn 
any  fish.  , 

Meat  is  slaughtered  in  the  West  Hartlepool  Corporation  Abbatoir. 
There  are  now  no  private  slaughter  houses  in  the  town  as  these  were 
closed  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act. 

Public  Health  (Meat  Regulations’)  1924. 


Exception  was  taken  to  the  condition  of  the  lorry  engaged  on  the 
distribution  of  meat  to  retail  butchers  by  the  V/holesale  Meat  Traders 
Association.  The  lorry  was  withdrawn  from  service,  redecorated,  the 
height  of  the  side  boards  lowered,  and  n ew  top  side  and  end  covers 
provided.  Head  coverings  and  now  overalls  were  provided  for  the 
attendants.  It  is  regretted  that  the  responsible  authority  claims 
that  there  is  no  necessity  for  vehicles  of  the  hanging  type  but  that 
the  reduction  of  meat  that  can  be  carried  with  lowered  side  boards 
v/ill  facilitate  the  handling  of  meat  and  should  also  reduce  spoilage 
of  meat,  particularly  home  killed,  through  excessive  stacking. 

No  action  was  called  for  in  respect  of  the  19  Butchers'  shops  in 
the  town. 
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Milk  Supply. 


All  premises  generally  were  maintained  in  a satisfactory 
condition.  One  producer-retailer  of  milk,  whose  premises  formed  part 
of  three  County  Council  small  holdings , left  the  district  and  the 
cowshed  was  taken  over  hy  one  of  the  other  tenants.  One  wholesale 
trader. was  registered  as  a retail  purveyor  and  five  retail  purveyors 
were  registered. 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  Order,  1956-43. 

No  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  is  at  present  sold  in  the  town  due,  it 
would  appear,  to  the  operation  of  the  Rationalised  Retail  Delivery 
Scheme. 

Bacteriological  Examination. 

Pasteurised  Milk. 


Of  47  samples  submitted  for  examination,  18  failed  to  pass  the 
prescribed  tests. 

14  unsatisfactory  samples  related  to  milk  from  one  source  of 
production.  Six  of  these  samples  failed  to  pass  both  tests  and  four 
showed  contamination  by  B.  Coli;  four  failed  to  pass  the  Methylene 
Blue  Test  and  four  failed  the  Phosphatase  Test;  three  samples  in 
each  of  these  two  latter  groups  showed  contamination  by  B.  Coli. 

The  other  four  unsatisfactory  samples  were  from  two  different 
sources.  Of  three  samples  from  one  source  of  supply,  one  failed  both 
tests  and  one  sample  each  failed  the  Methylene  Blue  and  Phosphatase 
Test.  All  showed  contamination  by  B.  Coli.  One  sample  from  the  third 
source  of  supply  failed  the  Methylene  Blue  test  and  also  showed 
B.  Coli  contamination. 

Of  the  29  satisfactory  samples  that  passed  the  prescribed  tests, 
13  showed  B.  Coli  contamination,  though  in  10  instances  only  slight 
(in  dilution  of  .1  ml.). 

The  plant  that  gave  rise  to  all  the  trouble,  utilising  the 
Holder 'Process , was  worn  out  and  difficulty  had  been  experienced  in 
obtaining  replacement  plant  which  had  long  been  ordered.  Strong 
representations,  along  with  the  principal  licencing  authority, 
expedited  delivery  of  the  new  plant  and  subsequent  samples  proved 
satisfactory. 

The  source  of  supply  giving  three  unsatisfactory  samples  out  of 
ten  was  a new  one  coming  into  operation  during  the  year.  Written  and 
verbal  representations  were  made  and  improvement  was  noted  by  the 
year  end. 


The  attention  of  the  management  is  drawn  to  the  presence  of 
B.  Coli  in  any  sample  as  this  is  considered  an  unsatisfactory  feature. 

Sterilised  Milk. 


Five  samples  of  this  milk  submitted  from  two  different  sources 
were  all  satisfactory  and  free  from  contamination.  Two  samples  were 
seven  days  old  when  submitted. 

Ungraded  Milks. 


Thirty  two  samples  were  submitted  from  nine  different 
producers  and  were  examined  by  the  Methylene  Blue  Test.  Of  the 
twenty  three  that  complied  with  this  test,  eleven  were  free  of 
contamination  by  B.  Coli,  but  of'  twelve  affected  only  four  showed 
contamination  in  dilutions  of  .01  ml.  or  more.  Of  the  nine  samples 
that  failed  the  test,  three  just  failed,  and  six  v/ere  free  from 
contamination  by  B.  Coli;  the  majority  of  these  unsatisfactory 
samples  v/ere  from  three  producers. 
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All  unsatisfactory  samples  were  followed  up  and  quality  of 
milk  from  one  producer  retailer  showed  much  improvement. 

T.B.  - Biological  Examination. 

All  9 samples  of  milk  submitted  during  the  year  for  this  test 
were  negative  and  represented  samples  from  all  producers  retailing 
in  the  town. 

Ice  Cream. 


Manufacturers  on  register 4* 

Vendors  only  ...  ...  10. 


One  manufacturer  was  registered  for  the  first  time  during  the 
year.  All  premises  and  vehicles  in  use  for  retail  sale  were 
maintained  in  a satisfactory  condition. 

Samples  submitted  from  local  producers  for  bacteriological  and 
chemical  examination  during  the  months  of  June,  July  and  August 
revealed,  as  the  following  table  shows,  that  a reasonable  standard 
was  achieved.  It  will  be  noted  that  the  chemical  composition  varied 
somewhat  and  this  was  no  doubt  due  to  attempting  to  make  a limited 
quantity  of  material  satisfy  an  increased  demand.  The  prevalence  of 
B.  Coli  was  an  unsatisfactory  feature  of  nearly  all  samples  and 
provisional  arrangements  were  in  hand  at  the  end  of  the  year  for  the 
establishment  of  a utensil  cleansing  and  sterilising  routine  to 
eliminate  this  form  of  contamination  which  is  probably  due  to 
inadequate  facilities  for  sterilising  equipment. 

As  compared  with  statements  in  the  lay  and  technical  press  the 
results  are  very  good  and  all  the  producers  are  anxious  to  effect 
still  further  improvements  and  their  co-operation  has  been  very  good. 


Bacteriological  Examination. 

Chemical  Examination 

Producer , 

No.  organisms 

B. Coli 

Water 

Non 

Fats. 

f Type  of 

Sample  No. 

on  Nutrient 

.01 

.001 

(less  on 

fatty 

I 

mix. 

and  month. 

agar  af' 

houj 
@ 37°C 

ber  48 

^ S • 

20/ 22°C 

- . - - 

drying 
@ 100°(3 

solids. 

' 

; 

A.  June  3 

83,000 

131,000 

— 

79.42$ 

19.  65/ 

.93/ 

Boiled. 

July  7 

2,800,000 

10,000 

+1 

- 

82.83/ 

16. 48/ 

.69/ 

w 

Aug. 12 

104,000 

140,000 

+2 

- 

Not  4 

Examined 

tt 

B.  June  4 

272,000 

342,000 

+3 

- 

79.89$' 

19.24$; 

.87/ 

it 

July  6 

590,000 

102,000 

+3 

82.02/ 

17. 31/  ; 

. 67$ 

it 

Aug. 11 

92,000 

124,000 

+3 

- 

Not  l 

xamined 

! 

it 

G.  July  8 

380,000 

140 ,000 

+3 

79.95$ 

18.83/ 

1. 12/ 

it 

Aug. 13 

14,000 

18,000 

+1 

Not  d 

;xamined  ! 

? Cold. 

D.  June  5 

37,000 

69,000 

- 

- 

78.86/ 

| 

20.15/; 

.99$  j 

Cold 

July  9 

51,000 

40,000 

+1 

78.27$ 

fc== = 

20.41/ 1 

-=i 

1.  32/ ; 

. __L 

Cold 

Food  Preparing  Premises. 

Arising  out  of  routine  inspections  of  these  premises  it  was 
necessary  on  six  occasions  to  serve  informal  notices  to  remedy 
unsatisfactory  conditions  found. 

Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919. 

Infestation  Order,  1945. 


A total  of  44  infested  areas  was  dealt  with,  five  being 


T, 


outstanding  from  the  previous  year  and  as  before  Ministry  of  Pood 
control  measures  in  use  proved  very  satisfactory.  Eleven  infested 
areas  were  receiving  treatment  at  the  year  end.  One  infestation  of 
interest  was  that  of  "Tarran"  type  prefabricated  houses.  These  had 
been  constructed  on  virgin  farm  land  and  following  flooding  of 
ditches  by  very  heavy  rain  ten  houses  were  reported  as  infested. 

Mode  of  infestation  was  obtained  by  following  the  course  of  the 
service  mains,  through  the  foundation  concrete?  into  the  kitchen 
fitment.  This  was  sealed  with  concrete  and  successful  disinfestation 
of  the  land  adjoining  was  carried  out.  Minor  infestations  were 
generally  in  respect  of  odd  stray  rodents  in  house  and  shop 
properties. 

Tabulated  details  of  the  work  carried  out  are  given  below. 

A scheme  of  proposed  work  under  the  Rats  Private  Dwellings 
Scheme  was  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Pood, 


Degree  of 
infestation. 

In  hand  from 
previous  year. 

Total 

treated. 

Abated. 

• 

In  hand 
at  year 
end. 

Dead  re 
Rats: 

^covered 
Mice : 

Reservoir 

1 

p 

* 

1 

95 

- 

Major 

3 

14 

10 

4 

499 

- 

Minor 

1 

28 

22 

6 

169 

94 

TOTALS 

5 

44 

33 

11 

763 

: J 

94 

Types  of  infested  areas  dealt  with  are  indicated  below:- 


Industrial  Premises  2 
Pish  Trade  Premises  6 
Controlled  Tip  1 
Salvage  Depot  1 
Allotments  1 


Domestic  property?  blocks  25 
Public  Houses  1 
Pood  Premises  6 
School  1 
Miscellaneous  2 


Factories  Act.  1957.  etc. 

During  the  year  a start  was  made  v/ith  the  revision  of  the 
register  of  these  premises  which  is  very  much  out  of  date  and  it  is 
hoped  to  complete  it  next  year.  Through  pressure  of  slum  clearance 
the  work  in  the  past  has  been  sadly  neglected. 

A tota}.  of  103  inspections  v/ere  made?  38  in  respect  of 
Factories  with  mechanical  power ? 6l  in  respect  of  factories  without 
and  4 in  respect  of  workplaces.  One  notice  of  defects  w as  received 
from  the  Factory  Inspector  and  the  necessary  action  taken  thereon. 
Defects  found  and  remedial  action  was  carried  out  in  eleven 
instances. 


t 


4 


r~ 


i 


i 


■ 


